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Bubur Ayam, Indonesian chicken congee. Photograph by Mark Ulyseas.
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SUPPORT LIVE ENCOUNTERS.
DONATE NOW AND KEEP THE MAGAZINE LIVE IN 2022

Live Encounters is a not-for-profit free online magazine that was
founded in 2009 in Balij, Indonesia. It showcases some of the best
writing from around the world. Poets, writers, academics, civil &
human/animal rights activists, academics, environmentalists,
social workers, photographers and more have contributed their
time and knowledge for the benefit of the readers of:

Live Encounters Magazine (2010), Live Encounters Poetry &
Writing (2016), Live Encounters Young Poets & Writers (2019)
and now, Live Encounters Books (August 2020).

We are appealing for donations to pay for the administrative
and technical aspects of the publication. Please help by donating
any amount for this just cause as events are threatening the
very future of Live Encounters.

Om Shanti Shanti Shanti Om

Mark Ulyseas
Publisher/Editor
markulyseas@liveencounters.net

All articles and photographs are the copyright of www.liveencounters.net and its contributors.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the explicit written permission of www.
liveencounters.net. Offenders will be criminally prosecuted to the full extent of the law prevailing in
their home country and/or elsewhere.
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Jill Gocher
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Jill Gocher, a Bali based international photographer, has spent her life exploring and enjoying Asian cultures. Her work has appeared
in National Geographic, Time, International Herald Tribune, Asia Spa, Discovery, Silver Kris and many more. Her books - Asia’s
legendary Hotels, Periplus, Bali- Island of Light - Marshall Cavendish, Indonesia - Islands of the Imagination. Periplus, Australia
- the land down under - Times Editions, Singapore, Indonesia - the last paradise - Times Editions. She has held exhibitions in
Singapore, Kathmandu, and Bali. Photojournalist + Media Consultant, AmazonPage: www.amazon.com/author/jillgocher
instagram jillgocher

JILL GOCHER

PORTRAITS FROM INDIA
Text & Photographs

Out of every kind of photograph portraits are the
most telling! A portrait can allow you to observe a
version of a person without being rude or invasive.
The camera has already done it for you, allowing you
to scrutinise a person in detail for as long as you like.
Personally, I prefer portraits where the photographer
connects with the subject, allowing the person’s
personality or preferences to shine through. For this
series of portraits, [ at first planned to include some
from a few countries, but then I realised that Indian folk
are so intrinsically human, so warm that I preferred
their photos to any other. I hope you enjoy them too.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

The widow. In the villages widows keep to themselves as they are almost shunned by their society. Caught in a moment of mirth, this lovely woman lives in a small Rajasthan village where life is hard
In this village, where they wear red, there seemed to be quite a few for the size of the tiny hamlet yet rewarding. [ didn’t encounter even one person who didn’t seem happy with their lot in this remote
area.
© Jill Gocher
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This modern woman was caught making a sabbatical to Benares where she could revel in her Hindu This gypsy girl lives in Pushkar, where she can glean a living from tourists. Dancing and henna painting
heritage more freely than in her Delhi neighbourhood. are some of her skills.

© Jill Gocher
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This old man is full of spirit although his body is crippled with arthritis. These village people often With an enigmatic smile and a very full turban this sweet old man is the essence of a Rajasthan that is
struggle without even rudimentary health care but still they survive. [ suggested he start taking changing. No longer do the young boys wear turbans except for weddings and other formal occasions.
turmeric each day, which can only help. It is such a sad loss.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

L]
W
=5

£

COCIERN jill gocher

A Shiva devotee proudly wearing his sandalwood Tripundra. The three lines represent impermanence. Rajasthani women use their veils even more effectively then the French flirted with their fans. In a
It is to tell us that our material attachments - money, power, and status, will remain only to the end second they can render themselves almost invisible or lift it to reveal part of their face. Watching
of life. There are things of much greater status we must focus on. them work it is always a fascination.
© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

il gocher

This lovely dignified Benares man did not mind at all when he was chivvied behind the photogenic The red curtain provides a perfect foil to pump up a photo. A shy person can hide behind it and be
red curtain. gently encouraged to reveal her face to the delight of the photographer.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

Orange is Rajasthan’s second colour after red and the vividness gives a special aura to the wearer. In Rajasthan there is one caste who's main objective is to hunt and train cobras, which they use with
great effectiveness to enthral their audience.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

A little encouragement and this gorgeous old man started to shine, showing his delightful human A little interaction and this little boy was off on his own cabaret. Nobody needs much encouragement
nature. in Rajasthan.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

Along with the camels and delightful tribal folk at Pushkar camel fair, the children follow in the band On the banks of mother Ganga, this sweet little girl has her offerings ready to float on the holy river
of gypsies! Everyone likes to be photographed! where they make tiny pin points of light until they disappear into the darkness.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

jill gocher jill gocher
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Walking in the streets of Benares, I spotted this Shivaite sadhu taking a load off, relaxing on a bench. Every morning at dawn and evening at sunset this show of spiritual devotion is held against a back-
drop of the rising or falling sun. While neophytes regard it as a holy moment, old hands see it as a
Bollywood style show.
© Jill Gocher
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PORTRAITS FROMINDIA JILLGOCHER

0ld rheumy eyes and a body wracked with a life of hard work and devotion has not dimmed
the spirit of this vision in brilliant magenta. May she last through eternity.

© Jill Gocher
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PORTAL

Tina Claffey
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TINACLAFFEY

Tina Claffey is an award-winning Irish nature photographer and author of 'Tapestry of Light-Ireland's bogs & wetlands as never
seen before' released in October 2017, and now her new book has just been published, ‘Portal-Otherworldly Wonders of Ireland’s
Bogs, Wetlands and Eskers’. Her observations and unique perspective through her macro lens of the flora and fauna of the raised
bogs and wet woodlands of the Irish midlands are celebrated in her work. She has exhibited in group shows in the US, Botswana,
Zambia and has had solo exhibitions throughout Ireland. Her work is part of many art collections, permanent exhibitions, including
the permanent collection at Aras an Uachtarain, home of the Irish President. She has presented her work on many worldwide
online platforms including the Wildlife Habitat Council Online Conference in the US and the UN Climate Change Conference (COP
26) to promote the importance of the Irish bog wilderness. https://tinaclaffey.com/

TINA CLAFFEY
PORTAL - OTHERWORLDLY WONDERS OF

[RELAND’'S BOGS WETLANDS & ESKERS
Text & Photographs

Each bog I visit has an energy or presence. An ancient soul. It breathes.

‘Live in each season as it passes: breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit, and resign
yourselfto the influences of each’ - Henry David Thoreau.

Seasons come and go, flora and fauna emerge, flourish and die, and in each stage there
is beauty.

[ like to visit the same bogs regularly throughout the seasons. I feel very much connected
to the earth and to the bog’s ‘presence’ when I do so.

[ can be drawn to a species, then can be drawn to go left, or right, and I go with that gut
feeling. When I do, a treasure is revealed to me. Sometimes I feel I am being guided by
the bog, and being rewarded when I heed that guidance.

Much of the flora and fauna that I like to photograph is at my feet, so am usually lying
flat to stabilize myself, and the camera, and explore a tiny area of the living carpet
looking through my macro lens. Macro photography forces me to slow down even
further, as [ may be drawn to a moss or lichen, then swivel the lens slightly, and see
another beauty, so otherworldly. The lens is like a portal, it reveals the magical other-
world. One beauty leads to another, and another, like dominoes. I sometimes feel like
Alice falling down a wondrous rabbit hole, within this living carpet of wonders.

©Tina Claffey
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PORTAL TINACLAFFEY
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Round Leaved Sundew. Reindeer Lichen Tree.

©Tina Claffey
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Smooth Newt Tadpoles.

©Tina Claffey
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PORTAL TINACLAFFEY
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Autumn Bracken.

©Tina Claffey
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PORTAL TINACLAFFEY

OTina Claffey

Sphagnum Cuspidatum.

©Tina Claffey
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OTina Claffey

Sallow Kitten Caterpillar.

©Tina Claffey
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PORTAL TINACLAFFEY

OTina Uv[nffeyj

Green Hairstreak on Columbine.

©Tina Claffey
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PORTAL TINACLAFFEY
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Marsh Fritillary Tapestry.

©Tina Claffey
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MOMENTS OF DANCE

Luciana Ferrero
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LUCIANAFERRERO

LUCIANA FERRERO

[ am an artist and photographer currently living in Denpasar, Indonesia. My passions range from photography to travel. I am also
interested in arts and cats.

HOMAGE TO BALINESE CHOREOGRAPHER,
DAYU ANI AND THE DANCERS OF THE

SANGGAR BHUMI BAJRA.
Moments of Dance.
Text & Photographs

With this collection of photographs, I do not
intend to follow the current trend of recreating
the Balinese cultural past by using models and
graphic effects. My choice of using sepia is to
focus on the expressions and the movements of
the dancers as all these photographs are taken in
movement. At the same time, [ wish to pay homage
to a great Balinese choreographer, Dayu Ani and
the dancers of the Sanggar Bhumi Bajra. Their
worKk is unique. It does not follow the traditional
path of Balinese dances as we know them, nor can
it be considered contemporary. The story line and
the movements are rooted in ancient philosophy
and culture and a deep sense of aesthetics.

© Luciana Ferrero
2022 july © liveencounters.net
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©LUCIANA FERRERO

1xxDSC_9483

© Luciana Ferrero
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2xxDSC_4438 3xDSC_9504

© Luciana Ferrero
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©LUCIANA FERRERO

©OLUCIANA FERRERO

4xDSC_9426 5xDSC_9410

© Luciana Ferrero
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MOMENTS OF DANCE LUCIANAFERRERO
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6xDSC_9366 8xxDSC_9342

© Luciana Ferrero
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MOMENTS OF DANCE LUCIANAFERRERO
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7xxDSC_9483

© Luciana Ferrero
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NATURE - VIETNAM

Tang A Pau
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TANGAPAU

Tang A Pau is a professional photographer living in Saigon. He has 15 years of experience. He is a volunteer photographer with
ICF Asia (International Crane Foundation) and of some National Parks in Vietnam. Tang's stories are usually about the natural
beauty of places, and species at risk, and encourage environmental awareness. He hopes through his experience and photographs
he can highlight all the great benefits that Nature has to offer in Vietnam. Publications: 2021 - Co-author, Birds of Vietnam.
Co-author, Atlas of Cattien National Park.

Special thanks to Nguyen Thuy Hoa, Head of VOV International Cooperation Department, Hanoi,
for making this happen.

TANG A PAU
NATURE IN VIETNAM - BIRDS

PART 1
Text & Photographs

Vietnam is a country of great natural beauty.
The colourful and luscious landscapes, sunny
beaches and national parks teeming with wild-
life is overwhelming. Perhaps there is a great
spirit that resides in this land that continues
to rejuvenate the natural environs with a zest
life, for survival despite the odds of a changing
planet.

Part I features some of the birds that can be
found in the forested environs. It is a glimpse
of what Nature in Vietnam has to offer to every
visitor.

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

OTag A P

Sarus Cranes

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Bar-bellied Pitta

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Stork-billed Kingfisher

© Tang A Pau
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Barn Owl

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Black-backed Kingfisher

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Golden-winged Laughingthrush

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Collared Laughingthrush

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Common Flameback Woodpecker

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Brown Fish Owl

© Tang A Pau
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Egrets

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Black-and-red Broadbill

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Spoon billed Sandpiper

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Blue winged Pitta

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU
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Chestnut-headed Bee-eater

© Tang A Pau
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NATURE - VIETNAM TANGAPAU

Cotton pigmy-goose

© Tang A Pau
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AUGHRANE

Peter Daly
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PETER DALY

At the age of 57, am very lucky to live in the rural West of Ireland. I am Indian - Irish. My Mother is from Kanpur U.P. India. A passionate
amateur photographer, I also enjoy writing when inspired by the wonderful people and beauty that surround me. I am delighted to
have the opportunity of sharing snapshots of our local woodlands and bog with you, through Live Encounters, a publication [ enjoy
thoroughly with so many wide, varied and wonderful subjects from across the globe. So many talented photographers and writers
are connected through the great work of Mark Ulyseas.

PETER DALY
AUGHRANE FOREST

& AUGHRIM BOG
Text & Photographs

[ simply love Aughrane forest and Aughrim bog, beautiful woodland
and bog area in my community. It is a mecca for peace, beauty,
recreation and reflection. A photographer and writer's dream.
There is a wide diversity of species throughout the forest.

Aughrane forest, Ballygar, Ireland, trail starts in our village and
offers views of mixed commercial forest and beautiful parkland
trees planted by the old estate, Castlekelly. The first few hundred
metres is a mixed old woodland of Beech, Scots pine, Ash and
Sycamore. There is an old estate Grand Bridge close to open park-
land and the estate ruins . Trees planted in the open parkland
include Copper beech, Oak, Beech and Cupressus Macrocarpa.
The Aghrane forest trails offer a view of the Aughrim raised bog.
A bog or bogland is a wetland that accumulates peat as a deposit
of dead plant materials - often mosses, typically sphagnum moss.
Very beautiful with much fauna and foliage growing in its rich
natural ground, it is also home to many small wild animals and
birds. Furthermore, this site supports a good diversity of raised
bog microhabitats, including hummock/hollow complexes, pools
and flushes. It is a site of considerable conservation significance,
a rare habitat in the E.U. and one that is becoming increasingly
scarce and under threat in Ireland.

© Peter Daly
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AUGHRANE PETER DALY
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© Peter Daly
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© Peter Daly

©liveencounters.net july 2022 Celebrating 12th Anniversary 2022 july © liveencounters.net


https://liveencounters.net
https://liveencounters.net

03

© Peter Daly
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AUGHRANE PETER DALY

© Peter Daly
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© Peter Daly
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AUGHRANE PETER DALY
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© Peter Daly
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MODERNIRELAND

Barry Delaney
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BARRYDELANEY

Barry Delaney is inspired by the colour, energy and DIY attitude of punk. He fled the grey Dublin of the early 80s, to travel the
world and fell in love with film photography. Eked a living doing various manual and technical jobs. Twenty years later, Barry
began taking pictures again. It started on the streets of Dublin, his home town, and moved on to other parts of Ireland and across
the sea to America. In 2008, Barry won the TG4 Irish photographer of the 21st Century. Barry has had 4 solo exhibitions in Dublin.
Last year he completed a retrospective of his inner city Dublin work in the historic GPO, Dublin. along with his debut Dublin book
- Stars and Souls of the Liffey - he hopes to release his next book Americans Anonymous next year.

BARRY DELANEY
STARS AND SOULS

OF MODERN IRELAND
Text & Photographs

In 2019 I released my debut book, Stars and
Souls of the Liffey, in the General Post Office,
Dublin - 32 images examining life in inner city
Dublin as it went through many changes. After
successfully completing that body of work, I
began travelling and photographing all around
Ire-land - from the Galway races to the Island
in urban Limerick. Docu-menting summer fairs
throughout rural Ireland and returning again to
point the camera at Dublin, my home, as it went
through even more change - From the Home-
coming of Olympic gold medal winner - Kellie
Harrington in inner city Dublin to the funeral of
Martin McGuinness in Derry, this is a sample of
my take of life in Ireland today - Stars and Souls
of Modern Ireland.

© Barry Delaney
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© Barry Delaney
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© Barry Delaney
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AFAFELBOUSTY

Afaf Elbousty is a freelance writer, translator, and photographer. She was born in Casablanca, Morocco where she spent more than
two decades before she moved to the U.S. She previously worked in the banking industry in Morocco, where she played a key role
in many banking initiatives. Upon her arrival to the U.S,, she has been involved in many initiatives, including freelance work and
photography. She is an avid reader; she spends most of her time outdoors, capturing riveting photographs. She has an Instagram
account (@afafelboustyphotography) where she features her photography.

AFAF ELBOUSTY

NATURE

a poem composed through camera lenses
Text & Photographs

[ remember when I took my first picture with a professional
camera, it was ethereal. [ was fascinated by the way a picture
can almost describe a scene in a poetic way. [ was amazed
how literature and photography were not opposites but
complementary. While novelists and poets document socio-
cultural phenomena, drawing words from real life scenes,
a photographer is in the midst of the scene to be captured;
photography is an embodiment of reality, providing the
viewers with irrevocable experiences documenting reality.
Reading a book ignites your imagination in the same way a
photograph does. Nature inspires me more than anything. It
is full of life, colors, uniqueness, and movement.

Capturing nature through camera lenses teaches us patience;
[ can stand for hours waiting for the perfect shot. Photography
urges us to appreciate the world we live in, playing a key
role in preserving and protecting the beauty of our nature.
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Mark Ulyseas
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MARKULYSEAS

Mark Ulyseas has served time in advertising as copywriter and creative director selling people things they didn’t need, a ghost
writer for some years, columnist of a newspaper, a freelance journalist and photo-grapher. In 2009 he created Live Encounters
Magazine, in Bali, Indonesia. It is a not for profit (adfree) free online magazine featuring leading academics, writers, poets, activists
of all hues etc. from around the world. March 2016 saw the launch of its sister publication Live Encounters Poetry, which was
relaunched as Live Encounters Poetry & Writing in March 2017. In February 2019 the third publication was launched, LE Children
Poetry & Writing (now renamed Live Encounters Young Poets & Writers). In August 2020 the fourth publication, Live Encounters
Books, was launched. He has edited, designed and produced all of Live Encounters’ 249 publications (till July 2023). Mark’s
philosophy is that knowledge must be free and shared freely to empower all towards enlightenment. He is the author of three
books: RAINY - My friend & Philosopher, Seductive Avatars of Maya - Anthology of Dystopian Lives and In Gethsemane: Transcripts
of a Journey. https://liveencounters.net/mark-ulyseas/  https://www.amazon.com/Mark-Ulyseas/e/BO01FUUQVBG

MARK ULYSEAS

OUR NEIGHBOURS
Text & Photographs

The concern about climate change over-
shadows the brutal manner in which
many of us treat the other denizens of
this planet. This short feature is a mirror
that is being held up to those concerned
folk. Attitude change, then climate change
action.
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Dhanu, my friend, who lived at the local Buddhist monastery.
He died tragically.
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Mother and child watching the tourist hordes. Baby monkey stolen from its mother and being sold on the street for $25.
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Rhesus macaque kept in a cage outside a home as a status symbol and for entertainment. Orangutan waiting for the tourists.
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Before. After. Turtles with colourful transfer stickers to lure children to buy them.

© Mark Ulyseas

©liveencounters.net july 2022 Celebrating 12th Anniversary 2022 july © liveencounters.net


https://liveencounters.net
https://liveencounters.net

OURNEIGHBOURS MARKULYSEAS

Tourist offering a cola to a friendly wild flying fox.
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©Mark Ulyseas

Vanquished at a cockfight. See mama no head.
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PHOTOGRAPH SHRI MURUGAN TEMPLE, NEAR HAMPI, INDIA BY MARK ULYSEAS
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